
 

 

MINUTES 
 CITY OF AUBURN TRAFFIC COMMITTEE 
 April 19, 2005 @ 8:30 A.M. 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Willick;; Clark; Nesbitt; Merz 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Richardson 
OTHERS PRESENT:  (See attached list) 
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���� Public Comment – None 

 2. Minutes: Approval of March minutes; M/S Nesbitt/Clark; unanimous.  
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��� Request to Relocate the Yellow Loading Zone on Cherry Avenue & Lincoln Way�
DBA is still reviewing & putting together their request; no recommendation from them as yet re the yellow 
zone.  Continue to next meeting.   
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A poll submitted by Smith reflects the majority of area business owners canvassed wish to remove the signs 
and the 8-hr parking restriction. The DBA is also in favor of removing the restricted parking. Since the 
limitations were set by Resolution & City Council, this item must go to Council for a Resolution 
amendment.  Nesbitt would like to see a 1-yr review to monitor how the removal of the parking limitation 
is working. Clark & Willick will author the committee’s recommendation to City Council. 
 
COMMITTEE ACTION: M/Clark; S/Nesbitt; unanimous to send to CC 
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5. Request to Review Intersections of High & Lincoln, Sacramento Street & Maple, Nevada Street & 
Andrew and Hwy. 49 & Lincoln Way - Update 
 

 Cal Trans representatives Ron Sykes & Rick Montrais were present to address the committee on these 
issues, offering the following suggestions:  

• Lincoln & High: Repaint “keep clear” signage on pavement.  To make this a 4-legged intersection 
would cost an estimated half million dollars to change, and is not really recommended as it would 
mean a right-of-way loss. Committee is to explore the possibility of re-directing Hwy 49 via Elm 
Avenue, abandoning SR 49 route through downtown Auburn. (Wayne Lewis, Deputy Director for 
Planning Cal Trans is the contact on this) 

 
• Hwy. 49 & Lincoln Way: May try to shift lane markings to make the lanes more centered in the 

intersection, thus more user friendly to drivers. Also need diagonal striping to prevent drivers from 
using the median area as a turn lane. Cal Trans to refresh paint/diagonals.  

 
• Nevada & Andrew: Can’t back traffic onto freeway, so that is not an option.  Should we move the 

stop bar at the end of Nevada closer to I-80/Andrew?  Or perhaps make this a double stop, leaving 
the existing sign and adding another at Andrew?  Cal Trans will investigate to see whose right-of- 
way /responsibility the intersection is. 

 
• Warning signs entering Old Town: Suggestions for changing/improving intersection of exiting 

traffic off I-80, i.e., additional signage, rerouting of traffic flow, etc.; committee to digest ideas 
delivered by Cal Trans & bring back to May meeting. “Chew on it” Copy of suggestions to OTBA 
& let them digest them as well.  

 
 



 

 

6. Request for 3-Way Stop at Lubeck & Borland 
  Trailers, truck parking create a site distance problem on Borland. A 3-way stop seems like the best solution 

to ensure safety of those entering the roadway. Adding 1 stop on Lubeck should solve problem.  Letter to 
residents needs to go out w/intent.  

 COMMITTEE ACTION: M/Nesbitt; S/Merz; Clark nay.  
 
7. Request for a Directional Arrow on Sutton Place 
 DPW visited the site, and determined that the geometrics are not conducive to a directional arrow being a 

solution   Chief says best solution is to remove barricade.  Fire/services would prefer to see it down.   
 COMMITTEE ACTION:  Unanimous vote to send letters to property owners announcing the intent to 

remove the barricade.   
 
8. Request for Yield Sign Relocation and/or Street Markings on Maple Street @ Bridge 
  Tabled for May’s meeting.  
 
9. Request for 3-Way Stop @ Intersection of Commercial/Lincoln Way/Maple Street 
 Tabled for May’s meeting.  
 
10. Request for Red Curb Auburn Folsom Road, Racetrack to Pacific 
 Little League opening day saw cars being towed for parking along this stretch, as they were infringing on 

the actual driving lane.  As a result, it appears necessary to make this a “no parking” red zone along the 
stretch too narrow to allow for sufficient parking space for a vehicle (less than 7’). 

 COMMITTEE ACTION: M/Nesbitt; S/Merz; carried unanimously. DPW to attend to. 
 
11. Request for Yellow Zone in Front of Mail Boxes @ 516 Sawka Drive 
 This is a community mailbox yellow zone.  Robert Feldman, 516 Sawka Drive, addressed the committee re 

the issue.  Feldman reported that the Post Office left letters in mailboxes asking folks not to park in front of 
the boxes, stating they will stop delivering mail if the parking issue is not addressed. DPW has restrictions 
as to the distance they are allowed to paint from an object. The 10 foot limitation satisfies Feldman. This 
should actually be painted white (3-minute zone) rather than yellow “loading.  

 COMMITTEE ACTION: Unanimous approval; notice to go out to residents. 
 
12. Request 1-Way/No Parking on Walker Drive – Field Trip 
 Postponed until next month at the request of petitioner Ronda Castle, 153 Stephen Avenue, Auburn.  
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